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"Mr nenden, 


Aux committee appoimed. to "ks © into Sead the Petition of the Maſter; 
Wardens and Brethren of the Corporation of Brewers and Malſters of Dublin, have 


met, and examined the Matters to them felaried, and have Ordered me to * 
the ſame as it appeared to them. 


TUE * began their Enduiry by calling on | the a of the fxcis for an 
Account of the Produce of the Revenue upon Beer and Ale for the laſt Ten Years, a Return 
of Which was made, and is annexed to this Report, upon which Return your Committee 
_ obſerve, that within the ſaid Period, there has been a Diminution and Loſs in the ſaid Revetitie 
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of uo leſt thag 51,463. 108. 6d. a Year, and this not owing to any temporary Accident, but 


to a gradual Decay in the Trade, and your Committee obſerve, that at preſent, in a great Part 


of this Kingdom, the whole Duty * we and 128 does not amount to the Expence 'of 
collecting the ſame. + Bf 4 


YOUR Cotitnittee alſo called upon tha Eadenfnatot of the Coden for an Account of the 
Quantity of Malt Liquors imported within the ſame Period, which is alſo annexed to this 
Report; by which it appears that the Quantity thereof has gradually increaſed from about 
28,925 Barrels, to 58,675 Barrels, and your Committee have Reaſon to apprehend from the 


q z 


Evidence herein after mentioned, that had not the laſt Year been remarkable for a Scarcity of 


Corn in England, and ſome Diſtreſs in the Brewery there, the Importation would have exceeded 


100,00 Barrels, and to this Increaſe of Importation, your Committee attribute in a great 


Meaſure the Decreaſe 1 in the ſaid Revenues of Beer and Ale. 


YOUR Committee then engl Mr. George Tbabaitet, Maſter of the cane Bon of 
f Brewers, in the City of Dublin, who informed your Committee that he had been thirty-four 
Years a Brewer in Dublin; that when he commenced, the Trade was conſidered as one of the 
moſt lucrative in the Gy, that within his Memory there were Seventy Breweries in Dublin, 
but at preſent there are not above thirty, and that he does not believe any Brewer in Dublin 
has fairly made any conſiderable Profit for the laſt Seven Years. That he believed many of 
the Brewers would quit the Trade, if they could get in their Debts, and fell their Breweries 


and Utenſils for what they originally coſt. That he believed that One Fourth of the Brewers 


of this City, honeſt induſtrious Men, have failed within theſe laſt Ten Years, owing to the 


' Increaſed Price of Malt, Hops, Fire and Labour of all Kinds, while at the ſame Time the 


Brewer is prevented from raiſing the Price of his Liquor in the ſame Proportion ; and conſe- 
quently to ſave himſelf, is obliged to leſſen the Quantity of Malt and Hops; from whence the 
Liquor is leſs agreeable and nouriſhing for the People: That this has thrown them into. the 


exceſſive Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, the Conſequence of we | is a total * of the 
Manners of the lower Claſs. 


That he remembers when he went into Trade the TT of Dublin were a 3 in- 
duſtrious, thriving People, who of an Evening uſed to content themſelves. with a Pot of Gs 
Fs Ale; that at preſent they are the moſt enfeebled, wretched Set of Creatures he ever 

 faw, almoſt aways I with VO Ong baer aſked 12 5 121 even could not 


raiſe 


{3 : 
4 ; b * N f ö IP | 7 . | + 1 PLES | 8 N 3 * X ; 
f » 5 | 4 . rr 8 eee eee 
| 5 Eu CaO Price D Malt -u We TPO ore continue r 2 
wg | | wholeſome, comfortable Liquor; he faid that if they raiſed the Price of their Ale, in the 


Wo ſſctäalleſt Degree, the Publicans would ſell nothing but Porter, and the whole Trade of Brew- 
5 5 ing in Dublin, and cohnſequently the Revenue ariſing from it would fall to the Ground. That 
at preſent the Publicans had a greater Profit in ſelling Porter than in ſelling. Ale; and that the 
a | Brewers inſtead of raiſing the Prices were obliged to lower them. And in Order to induce 
. 7 the Publicans to deal at all with them, were forced to give them one Barrel free for every 
ug ; twenty, and alſo half a Guinea upon the Sale of every Score, that in Fact they received but 
= about eighteen Shillings for every Barrel of Ale of forty Gallons, which is the Meaſure of the 
ny Dublin Barrel, and out of this they paid nearly five Shillings dix Pence Duty to the 
Crown. Nie ſays that laſt Year's Barley was remarkably dear and fein England, and that the 

Brewing Trade in general there was during that time a loſing Tride, a and Malt being above twelve 
Shillings a Barrel, the Brewer did not receive the uſual Bounty of one Shilling Exgliſb on the 
. Exportation of his Porter. That notwithſtanding all theſe Diſadvantages, the Porter Brewers 
£ 8 were able to increaſe the Importation into this Kingdom, from Forty-ſeven Thouſand Seven 
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dred and Seventy-five Barrels. Believes, that if laſt Year had been favourable to the Growth 
of Barley, and the Premiums had been obtained, the Quantity would have increaſed prodi- 

giouſly, He apprehends, that if ſome Steps be not taken, to encourage the Brewing Trade 
of this Kingdom, ſo long on the decline, that the Trade, and the Agriculture, and _ . 
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_* are in Danger of Ruin, from the increaſed Importation of Foreign Malt Liquors. Is acquaint- © 
r ed with the Trade of Importing Porter, has himſelf Imported many Thouſand Barrels; When 
r . the Engliſh Brewer ſhips his Porter for Ireland, he draws back Eight Shillings, Engliſh, which 
14 =. is the whole of the Duties paid there, on Malt, Hops, and for Inland Exciſe ; and when 


Malt is at Twenty-four Shillings the Quarter, or under, he receives a Bounty of One Shil- 
ling, Engliſh, a Barrel, on his Malt Liquor; on Importation into this Kingdom, he pays ſome- 
thing leſs than Fifteen Pence, Iris, per Barrel, from whence deducting the faid Bounty of 
One Shilling, Engli ſb, the Remainder is about "Two Pence a Barrel, which is the whole of 
5 what Imported Porter pays in England and Ireland, while, on the other Hand, the Iriſh Brewer 
—_—_ pays near Five Shillings and Six Pence ger Barrel, a Difference under which no Trade can 
p:” . ſubſiſt. The Conſequence is, that by t 
ter cheaper here than in England, or than the Iriſb Brewer can poſſibly brew it. Being aſked, 
whether the Importers of Porter paid. the full legal Duties, for the Quantity imported, he 
anſwered, he believed not, Porter is rated in the Cuſtoms, at One Shilling i in the Pound on the 
Value as ſworn. to, and the Hogſhead of Porter is conſidered as equal to two Barrels, that 


23 
” =_ is Sights — 


Hogſhead included, at Fifty· eight Shillings, Iriſh, from which deducting the Duty of two 
Shilling and Six Pence, there remains Fifty-five Shillings and Six Pence. Notwithſtanding 
which it is always entered in the Cuſtoms, at the Rate of Forty Shillings only, by the Hogſ- 
head, and pays the Duty of Cuſtoms accordingly. He added, that the London Brewers have 
now nearly engroſſed the whole Trade in Dublin, and ſend. their own Factors to ſell here to 
the Retailers ; believes they have done the fame in Cork, and other great Cities, by which 
Means, having engroſſed the Profit 4 of the Trade, which Merchants formerly had, they have 
been enabled to lower the Price. The Iriſb Merchant uſed to purchaſe theſe Liquors by an 
BONE of CS but the F actors now take nothing but ready Money. 


MI. Andrews, a conſiderable Brewer, fold the Committee, That on W of * 
great Advantages the Engliſh Brewer had over the Jriſb, he was minded himſelf to have ſet 


to his Advantage than to Brew here, and that he could underſell the Jriſb Brewers ; though 
he muſt admit, his ſo doing would Be of great Injury to the Revenue of 1reland, and the . 
Agriculture thereof, but could not get a Brewery ready built at Holy bead, would have built 
one, but that he thought that the Inequality of the Laws, and the Severity of them to this 
Kingdom, muſt „ PR a Change, and then all the do he —— py out in 
Building wayld be of | | 


Mr. Arthur Guineſs, 8 n . n, the Reidence e by B Mr. 
Aire] and Mr. Thwaites, and further ſayd, that he alſo had intended to ſet up a Brewery at 
Carnarvon, or Holyhead, if he could get a Brewery ready built there. That he went to Wales . 


3 


he al be aſſured 8 the Laws ung ſtand as they are, for Seven Years. * 
All which i is ſubmitted pour # Committee to > the Houſe, \ 


Hundred and Thirty-five, the Quantity imported in 1942, to Fifty-eight Thouſand Six Hun- 


Means the Engliſh Brewer can afford to ſell his Por- 


Quantity is now. ſold to the Wholeſale Merchant (if he ſhould chooſe to purchaſe it) the 


. up a Brewery at Holybead, for the Supply of the City of Dublin; that it would have been more 1 


' 


in ſearch of a Brewery, and that he would at this Day ſettle there, and build a Brewery, = 
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